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The  Department  of  Public  Health, 

The  Town  Hall^ 

Weston-super-Mare. 

TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  WESTON-SUPER-MARE. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  seventh  annual  report 
—the  last  that  I  shall  have  the  honour  of  presenting.  I 
should  like  to  have  had  an  opportunity  of  entering  into  detail 
about  the  work  of  the  Department,  and  surveying  the  past 
few  momentous  years,  especially  as  the  new  arrangements 
which  come  into  force  in  1948,  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  mark  the  end  of  an  era  in  Public  Health  work. 
The  paper  shortage,  however,  continues  to  be  acute  and 
therefore  this  report,  like  my  previous  ones,  is  in  a  very 
abbreviated  form,  giving  the  more  important  statistics  but 
not  describing  in  great  detail  the  many  different  kinds  of 
activity  which  my  department  undertakes. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CYRIL  G.  EASTWOOD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Statistical  Summary,  1947 


Area  (including  foreshore) 

•  •  • 

. . .  7,006  Acres 

Population  : 

1931  census 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

31,706 

Registrar-General’s  estimate 

for  1947 

•  •  • 

39,590 

Live  Births  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

318 

319 

637 

Illegitimate 

25 

28 

53 

343 

347 

690 

Birth  Rate  :  17.4 

Still  Births  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

9 

12 

21 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

9 

12 

21 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births) :  29.5 
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Deaths  :  Male  Female  Total 

271  359  630 

Death  Rate:  15.9. 

Puerperal  Deaths  : 

From  puerperal  sepsis  .  — 

From  other  maternal  causes  ...  ...  ...  — 

Infant  Mortality  (Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age) : 

Rate  for  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  34.8 

Rate  for  all  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34.5 

Rate  for  all  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegiti¬ 
mate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  37.7 

Other  Deaths  : 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  101 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  — ■ 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  ...  1 


I.  Vital  Statistics. 


Registered  Births. — After  allowing  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers,  the  Registrar-General  credited  the 
Borough  with  690  live  births  for  1947,  343  were  males  and 
347  females.  Of  these  53  were  illegitimate  (25  males  and  28 
females).  The  registered  number  of  still  births  was  21  (9 
males  and  12  females)  of  which  none  was  illegitimate. 

The  birth  rate  for  1947  was  17.4  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  which  is  higher  than  for  last  year  (15.7)  and 
lower  than  for  the  country  as  a  whole  (20.5). 

Deaths.— 629  deaths  were  registered  as  having  occurred 
in  the  Borough  during  the  year.  After  deducting  the  deaths 
of  80  non-residents  and  adding  the  deaths  of  81  normal 
residents  which  took  place  outside  the  Borough,  the  net  total 
comes  to  630  Weston  deaths.  Of  these,  271  were  males  and 
359  females. 
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The  following  tables  show  the  causes  of  death  and  the 
sex  and  age  distribution  of  deaths  : — 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

1947. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes  ...  ...  Total  630 

271 

359 

1 

Typhoid  and  para-typhoid  fevers 

—  - 

- 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

1 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

5 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

11 

5 

7 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  ... 

3 

1 

8 

Syphilitic  diseases 

4 

1 

9 

Influenza  ... 

_ 

■ 

10 

Measles 

-  — 

11 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polio-encep- 
halitis  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

12 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis 

1 

13 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus 
(M.),  uterus  (F.) 

2 

4 

14 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

7 

9 

15 

Cancer  of  breast  ... 

8 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

30 

41 

17 

I^iabetes  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

2 

3 

18 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

29 

57 

19 

Heart  disease 

74 

122 

20 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

5 

4 

21 

Bronchitis 

11 

14 

22 

Pneumonia 

11 

7 

23 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

7 

3 

24 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

5 

2 

25 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

1 

26 

Appendicitis 

1 

1 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

5 

8 

28 

Nephritis  ... 

10 

15 

29 

Puerperal  and  post-abortion  sepsis 

— 

_ _ _ 

30 

Other  maternal  causes  ... 

— 

1 

31 

Premature  births  ... 

7 

3 

32 

Congenital  malformations,  birth  injuries, 
infantile  diseases 

4 

3 

33 

Suicide 

4 

2 

34 

Road  traffic  accidents  ... 

4 

3 

35 

Other  violent  causes 

7 

11 

36 

All  other  causes  ... 

26 

30 

Special  causes  (included  in  No.  36  above) — 
Small-pox 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  Total... 

16 

8 

under  1  year  Legitimate  . . . 

15 

7 

Illegitimate  ... 

1 

1 
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SEX  AND  AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS,  1947. 


es  at  Death  in  Years. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  1 

16 

8 

24 

1  to  9  . 

8 

2 

10 

10  to  24  . 

6 

4 

10 

25  to  44  . 

11 

11 

22 

45  to  64 

44 

57 

101 

65  to  69 

29 

43 

72 

—114 

—125 

—239 

70  to  74  . 

35 

54 

89 

75  to  79  . 

54 

60 

114 

80  to  84 

42 

58 

100 

85  to  89 

22 

44 

66 

90  to  94 

3 

15 

18 

95  to  99  . 

1 

3 

4 

—157 

—234  ^ 

—391 

271 

359 

630 

Infant  Mortality. — 

The  number  of  deaths  of 

infants 

under  1  year  of  age  registered  during  the  year,  was  24  (16 
male  and  8  female).  These  24  deaths  represent  an  infant 
mortality  rate  of  34.8  per  thousand  live  births. 

Inquests. — Inquests  held  by  the  Coroner  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year  numbered  43  of  which  33  were 
upon  residents  of  Weston-super-Mare  and  10  upon  non¬ 
residents. 


The  causes  of  death  in  respect  of  residents  are  set  out 
in  the  following  table  : — 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Natural  Causes 

7 

11 

18 

Accidents  :  Falls 

1 

1 

2 

Falls  from  height 

1 

— 

1 

Asphyxia 

1 

1 

2 

Poisoning  :  Coal  gas 

— 

1 

1 

In  Motor  Vehicles  ... 

1 

2 

3 

By  Motor  Vehicles  ... 

Suicide  : 

1 

— 

1 

Poisoning  :  Coal  gas 

2 

2 

4 

Attempted  Abortion 

— 

1 

1 

14 

19 

33 
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II.  General  Health  Services,  etc. 

The  general  services  of  the  Department  of  Public  Health 
were  maintained  throughout  the  year  and  various  alterations 
and  additions  are  noted  under  the  appropriate  headings 
throughout  this  Report.  One  or  two  matters  follow  in  this 
section,  however,  which  cannot  be  dealt  with  appropriately 
elsewhere. 

Health  Education. — The  display  of  posters  and  the 
distribution  of  leaflets  on  health  educational  matters  con¬ 
tinued  throughout  the  year. 

Disposal  of  Refuse, — The  Refuse  Tips  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Department  of  Public  Health  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  and  organised  controlled  tipping  was  under¬ 
taken  at  the  site  in  Langford  Road.  During  the  excessively 
wet  weather  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  much  difficulty  was 
experienced  from  flooding,  but  by  the  year  end  the  Tip 
had  been  got  into  proper  order  and  tipping  was  going  on  in 
a  satisfactory  and  sanitary  manner. 

Nurses"  Uniforms. — New  uniforms  were  introduced 
for  the  staff  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  Maternity  Hos¬ 
pital  which,  by  dispensing  with  aprons,  reduced  both  the 
initial  cost  and  laundry.  In  a  large  hospital,  it  is  often 
customary  to  have  one  colour  of  dress  for  Sisters,  another 
for  Staff  Nurses,  another  perhaps  for  Assistant  Nurses,  and 
possibly  one  or  two  other  colours  or  styles  of  dress  for 
other  special  nursing  ranks.  In  a  small  hospital,  recog¬ 
nition  of  rank  in  this  way  destroys  the  entire  effect  of  uni¬ 
formity  for  you  have,  maybe,  two  Sisters  dressed  in  blue, 
three  Staff  Nurses  dressed  in  green,  four  Assistant  Nurses 
dressed  in  white  and  two  or  three  Nursing  Auxiliaries  and 
Nursing  Assistants  dressed  in  some  other  colour  or  design  of 
uniform.  The  result,  to  the  casual  observer,  is  that  no 
uniform  for  that  particular  hospital  exists,  as  everyone 
appears  to  be  dressed  in  a  totally  different  style  and  colour. 

In  order  to  obtain  some  uniformity  of  appearance  and, 
at  the  same  time,  admit  variation  in  degree  of  rank,  a  new 
overall  dress  was  designed  in  plain  white,  with  an  American 
style  cap.  Degrees  of  rank  are  shown  in  emerald  green  on 
the  collar.  Midwives  wearing  green  epaulettes  in  addition, 
and  Sisters  a  green  belt  as  well. 

The  new  uniform  was  publicised  in  one  of  the  nursing 
papers,  and  several  enquiries  have  been  received  from  other 
Authorities  in  various  parts  of  the  country  anxious  to 
adopt  it. 

Cleansing  Station. — The  problem  of  personal  infesta¬ 
tion  is  not  serious  in  this  Borough,  but  the  Cleansing  Station 
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at  the  Isolation  Hospital  remains  in  operation.  The  numbers 
have  declined  as  compared  with  the  early  war  years,  and  it 
has  not  been  necessary  on  any  occasion  to  use  compulsory 
powers  to  secure  the  cleansing  of  persons  requiring  it. 

Water  Supply. — At  the  request  of  the  Minister  of 
Health,  some  notes  upon  the  water  supply  are  included  in 
this  Report. 

The  supply  during  the  year  has  been  satisfactory  both 
in  regard  to  quality  and  quantity.  Bacteriological  Examina¬ 
tions  have  been  made  each  week  by  qualified  Public  Analysts 
and  on  every  occasion  the  condition  of  the  water  has  been 
found  to  be  entirely  satisfactory.  Weekly  analyses  have 
also  been  made  of  the  Banwell  Spring  and  occasional  analyses 
of  the  old  Weston  Well  which  is  occasionally  drawn  upon, 
at  the  time  of  peak  of  demand,  to  augment  the  supply. 
The  few  wells  in  use  for  drinking  purposes  are  also  sampled 
and  random  samples  are  taken  from  houses  in  the  town. 
Altogether  105  analyses  were  made  during  the  year. 

The  water  supplied  to  the  consumers  is  of  a  high 
standard  of  purity,  and  the  Chloramine  system  of  treatment, 
carried  out  at  the  Waterworks  in  order  to  ensure  this  con¬ 
dition,  has  been  efficiently  mantained.  The  water  appears  to 
have  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

Almost  all  the  houses  in  the  Borough  now  have  a  piped 
supply.  No  houses  are  supplied  by  means  of  stand-pipes. 

The  following  is  a  typical  chemical  analysis  (sample 
taken  on  July  24th)  : — 


(Values  in  parts  per  100,000.) 


Reaction  (pH  value) 

...  7-5 

Chlorine  (as  chlorides)  ... 

...  175=NaCl  2-8 

Free  Chlorine 

. . .  trace 

Sulphuric  Acid  (SO3)  ... 

...  2.84 

Nitric  Acid  (N2O5)  . 

...  0.77 

Nitrites 

. . .  absent 

Free  Ammonia  ... 

...  0001 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ... 

...  0011 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  at 

80°F. 

in  4  hours  ... 

..  0002 

in  15  minutes 

..  0001 

Total  Solids  dried  at  105°C.  ... 

..  30-9 

Loss  on  ignition  ... 

..  5-2 

Appearance  of  solids  on  heating 

Slight  charring 

Hardness — total  ...  ...  ... 

..  22-0 

temporary 

..  19-6 

permanent  ... 

..  2-4 

Heavy  metals 

..  Absent  (trace  0: 

iro 
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Miscellaneous. — The  following  statistics  show  the 
work  carried  out  at  the  various  institutions  and  centres 
attached  to  the  Department,  excluding  those  which  are  noted 
under  other  headings  subsequently  : — 

Isolation 'Hospital  :  Admissions  during  1947  ...  ...  135 

Glenelg  Sick  Bay  :  Admissions  during  1947  (closed 

^  ^  ^  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  n  il 

Beaumont  Sick  Bay  :  Admissions  during  1947  (closed 

30  4  47^  n 

Cleansing  Station  :  Patients  treated  during  1947  ...  177 


ni.  Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  table  sets  out  particulars  of  infections 
diseases  occurring  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  : — 


DISEASE. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Isolation 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Measles 

263 

13 

Scarlet  Fever 

71 

42 

— 

Erysipelas 

11 

3 

— 

Pneumonia 

38 

17 

18 

V/hooping  Cough 

57 

1 

— . 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

2 

5 

1 

Basal  Meningitis 

— 

1 

*— 

Tubercular  Meningitis  ... 

3 

2 

3 

Mumps 

— 

2 

— 

Chicken  Pox 

5 

— 

Pemphigus 

1 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

7 

7 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

59 

1 

16 

„  (Non-Pulmonary) 

12 

1 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

1 

Gastro-enteritis  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

15 

10 

_ — 

Puerperal  Pryexia 

2 

1 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  table  that  polio¬ 
myelitis  (of  which  there  was  an  epidemic  in  the  country 
during  the  year)  visited  Weston  also.  Only  seven  cases  were 
recorded  (with  no  deaths)  and,  since  the  epidemic  occurred 
at  the  height  of  the  holiday  season  when  many  visitors  were 
arriving  in  the  town  from  all  parts,  it  is  very  gratifying  that 
we  were  able  to  control  the  outbreak  and  limit  it  in  this 
way.  Only  one  of  the  patients  suffered  any  considerable 
after-effects. 


IV.  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  practice  of  sending  a  birthday  card  on  each  child’s 
first  birthday  pointing  out  the  value  of  imunisation  against 
diphtheria  was  continued  throughout  the  year.  Publicity 
was  continued,  as  in  previous  years,  by  means  of  posters, 
leaflets  and  slides  shown  at  local  cinemas. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children 
immunised  during  the  year  : — 


Immunisation 
completed  during 
1947. 

Under 

5  yrs. 

5-15  yrs. 

Number  of  children  ... 

457 

1848 

Percentage  of  children  in  each  of  the  two  age 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

16% 

40.2% 

Our  campaign  for  immunisation  began  in  1942  and  the 
results  are  shown  in  the  following  table : — 


- - — -la 

Year 

Number 

of 

Cases 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

Remarks 

1941 

109 

6 

1942 

18 

1 

Immunisation  Campaign  started 

1943 

14 

0 

1944 

5 

0 

1945 

2 

0 

1946 

1 

0 

This  case  was  not  ordinary 
diphtheria  of  the  throat,  but 
infection  of  a  wound  by  the 
diphtheria  germ. 

1947 

2 

0 
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V.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 


Institutional  Provision. — 

Normal  cases  are  admitted  to  the  new  maternity  hospital 
(as  they  formerly  were  to  the  Allandale  unit),  while  abnormal 
cases  are  admitted  to  the  Maternity  Ward  of  the  General 
Hospital. 

The  Council  has  an  arrangement  whereby  an  Obstetric 
Consultant  can  be  called  in  by  any  doctor  in  respect  of  a  case 
of  abnormal  pregnancy  or  labour. 

The  following  table  shov/s  the  admissions  to  maternity 
beds  at  Ashcombe  House  and  the  General  Hospital : 


Number  of  Beds 

Number  of 
Patients  admitted 
during  1947. 

Ashcombe 

House 

•  •  • 

16 

342 

General 
Ward  . 

Hospital 

Maternity 

•  •  •  •  •  * 

4 

(available  to  the 
Borough  Council) 

53 

Health  Visiting. — The  following  table  shows  the 
\vork  of  the  Health  Visitors  during  the  year  :  — 


Infants  under 

I  year. 

Children 
1-5  yrs. 

Ante -natal 

Child  Life 
Protection 
Visits 

First 

Visits 

Other 

Visits 

Total 

Total 

Visits 

First 

Visits 

Other 

Visits 

Total 

346 

763 

2661 

3424 

6,453 

296 

401 

697 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  were  held  at  The  Church  Institute, 
The  Boulevard,  on  Tuesdays  at  11  a.m.  to  12  noon  and 
Wednesdays  at  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics  were  held  at  The  Church  Insti¬ 
tute,  The  Boulevard,  on  Tuesdays  at  2.30  p.m.  to  4-30  p.m. 
and  Fridays  at  11  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Also  at  the  Congregational  Schoolroom,  Moorland  Road, 
Thursdays,  2.30  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

Also  at  the  Baptist  Church  Hall,  Bay  tree  Road,  Wed¬ 
nesdays,  2.30  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  work  done  during 
the  year : — 


BOULEVARD  '  CLINIC 


Infant  Welfare. 

Total  number  of  children  who  first  attended 
during  1947  : 

(a)  Under  1  year  .  297 

(b)  Over  1  year .  102 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,548 

Ante-Natal. 

Weston  mothers  (excluding  48  out  of  district)  ...  457 

Number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,873 

Post-Natal  .  42 


MOORLAND  ROAD  CLINIC. 

Children  who  first  attended  during  1947  : 

(a)  Under  1  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  175 

{b)  Over  1  year .  49 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,624 


BAYTREE  ROAD  CLINIC. 

Children  who  first  attended  during  1947  : 

(a)  Under  1  year .  147 

(b)  Over  1  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,707 

Total  number  of  children  attending  three  Clinics  under 

one  year  on  December  31st,  1947  ...  ...  ...  551 

Total  number  under  5  years  on  December  31st,  1947  1,715 


SPECIAL  CLINICS  AND  WELEARE  PROVISIONS. 


Attendance  of  children  under  5  at  Dental  Clinic  ...  2 

Mothers  who  attended  Dental  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  patients  provided  with  dentures  ...  ...  9 


DENTAL  TREATMENT 

Mothers. 

Children. 

Extractions 

120 

Fillings  ... 

3 

4 

Dentures:  Upper 

6 

— 

Lower 

4 

— 

Scalings 

— 

— 

Gum  Treatment 

— 

— 

Anaesthetics :  Local 

— 

— 

Ethyl  Clor. 

— 

— - 

N20x02  ... 

— 

— 

Patients  seen 

12 

2 

Repairs  to  dentures  ... 

■ 

— 

Number  of  children  referred  for  orthopaedic  X-Ray  ...  12 

Number  of  children  under  5  referred  to  Orthopaedic 
0^1m.ic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  patients  provided  with  orthopaedic  appliances  1 
Number  of  patients  admitted  to  Bath  Orthopaedic 

Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  patients  admitted  to  Win  ford  Orthopaedic 
Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  children  referred  to  Massage  Clinic  (new 
cases ^  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  children  referred  to  Artificial  Sunlight  Clinic  11 
Cases  where  special  nourishment  was  supplied  ...  ...  — 

Prevention  of  Blindness,  etc. — No  cases  of  ophthal¬ 
mia  neonatorum  occurred  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  17  cases  of  children  under  five  years 
of  age  were  referred  to  the  County  Occulist  on  account  of 
defective  vision  or  squint. 


Home  Help  Scheme. — The  Home  Help  Scheme  had 
been  in  abeyance  for  some  time  owing  to  the  impossibility 
of  finding  suitable  women  prepared  to  act  as  Home  Helps, 
and  so  it  was  formally  terminated  by  the  Council  early  in 
the  year. 

Child  Life  Protection — Position  on  Dec.  31st,  1947. 

Number  of  Foster  Mothers  on  Register  .  12 

Number  of  Foster  Mothers  who  have  children  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  Foster  Children  . 20 

Number  cared  for  without  payment  .  1 


13 


The  following  table  shows  the  visits  paid  each  month 
during  1947  in  connection  with  Child  Life  Protection  : — 


January  ... 

•  •  • 

. 32 

February 

.  14 

March 

.  26 

April 

.  29 

May 

.  43 

June 

.  30 

July 

.  22 

August 

.  22 

September 

.  49 

October  . . . 

.  27 

November 

.  28 

December 

.  24 

Total 

•  •  • 

...  346 

Average  . . . 

29  visits  per  month 

The  Care  of  Illegitimate  Cfiildren. — The  problem 
of  illegitimacy  has  not  been  so  great  in  Weston-super-Mare 
as  to  justify  elaborate  provisions  being  made  to  deal  with  it. 
The  Weston-super-Mare  Moral  Welfare  Society  employ  an 
experienced  Moral  Welfare  worker  who  maintains  a  close 
liaison  with  the  Council’s  Health  Visitors.  Whenever  an 
expectant  mother  of  an  illegitimate  child  is  discovered  she  is 
referred  to  this  Society. 

The  Care  of  Premature  Infants. — Arrangements  have 
been  made  for  doctors  and  midwives,  in  giving  notification 
of  births  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  to  include  addi¬ 
tional  information  in  the  case  of  a  premature  birth  or  in  any 
case  where  the  child  weighs  S^lbs.  or  less.  The  Department 
of  Public  Health  has  available  for  loan  in  special  cases  hot 
water  bottles,  electric  blanket  pads,  and  a  special  cot.  Home 
Helps  are  also  provided  as  far  as  the  shortage  of  suitable 
women  permits. 

Neva  Road  Nursery. — The  various  war-time  nurseries 
had  been  gradually  closed  down  or  transferred  to  other 
Authorities  as  recorded  in  previous  Annual  Reports,  but 
Neva  Road  Nursery  continued  in  operation  throughout  the 
year  as  part  of  the  Council’s  normal  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Services.  There  were  33  official  places  in  the 
Nursery  and  the  average  daily  attendance  was  20.2. 
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Welfare  Dental  Scheme. — For  many  years  a  private 
dentist  in  the  town  has  carried  out  the  work  arising  in  con¬ 
nection  with  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  infants 
attending  the  Welfare  Centres.  New  arrangements  had  to 
be  made  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  an  agreement  was 
reached  with  all  the  dentists  practising  in  the  town  to  take 
part  in  this  work,  so  that  clinic  patients  should  have  the 
widest  possible  choice  of  dentists  and  be  enabled,  if  they 
desired,  to  attend  one  familiar  to  them. 

VI.  Sanitary  Work. 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT. 

TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  WESTON-SUPER-MARE. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  of  the  administration  of 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  for  the  year  1947. 

During  the  year  many  difficulties  were  encountered  in 
securing  essential  repairs  to  dwellings.  The  fact  has  to  be 
faced,  however,  that  the  majority  of  building  labour  avail¬ 
able  must  be  employed  on  new  housing,  and  the  repair  of 
existing  properties  must  still  be  kept  at  a  minimum,  com¬ 
patible  with  tolerable  conditions  being  maintained.  Many 
reasons  have  been  given  by  owners  for  failure  to  carry  out 
repairs,  but  mainly  these  can  be  classified  under  two  headings 
— viz.,  shortage  of  labour  and  material.  A  further  complica¬ 
tion  has  been  the  claims  made  that  disrepair  is  due  to  war 
damage,  and  considerable  care  has  been  exercised  to  ensure 
that  these  matters  have  been  dealt  with  fairly  in  all  respects. 

Continued  attention  has  been  given  to  the  manufacture 
of  ice-cream,  and  although  great  improvements  have  been 
achieved,  a  lot  yet  has  to  be  done  to  be  satisfied  as  to  its 
purity  from  a  chemical  and  bacteriological  point  of  view. 

Attention  is  focussed  to  the  traffic  in  buying  of  cows  by 
dealers  at  a  cheap  price,  and  bringing  them  to  the  market 
in  the  hope  that  they  will  be  graded.  Having  had  them 
graded,  they  are  sure  of  a  fixed  price  which  is  far  and  above 
what  they  paid  the  farmer.  The  farmer  on  the  other  hand 
has  failed  to  discharge  his  duties  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order,  1938. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  recording  my  thanks 
to  the  Public  Health  Committee,  also  to  express  appreciation 
to  the  other  Chief  Officers  and  their  staffs  for  their  co¬ 
operation. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

1.  A.  STEPHENSON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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COURT  AND  STATUTORY  PROCEEDINGS. 

There  were  no  Court  Proceedings  taken  during  the  year. 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  20 

HOUSING. 

General  Repairs  and  Unfit  Houses. — There  has  been 
a  great  increase  in  the  number  of  Statutory  Notices  issued 
for  the  repair  of  unfit  houses  capable  of  being  dealt  with  at 
a  reasonable  cost.  In  keeping  with  the  policy  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  only  the  most  urgent  of  repairs  have  been  dealt 
with  and  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Building 
Department  for  licences  to  be  issued  in  urgent  cases.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  the  acute  shortage  of  materials  is  a  major 
obstruction  in  the  execution  of  essential  repairs  within  a 
reasonable  cost.  In  some  cases  where  undue  delay  has 
occurred,  assistance  has  been  rendered  to  the  builder  to 
obtain  the  necessary  material  to  execute  the  work. 

The  deferring  of  making  Demolition  Orders  on  worn- 
out  property  will  still  be  continued  until  the  present  housing 
emergency  has  considerably  lessened.  A  policy  of  make  do 
and  mend  will  be  the  order  of  the  day  until  houses  have 
been  built  to  re-house  the  homeless  and  overcrowded. 

Premises  with  Cesspool  Drainage. — Surveys  are 
being  carried  out,  and  lists  of  properties  which  are  not  con¬ 
nected  to  sewers  are  being  compiled.  No  doubt,  as  circum¬ 
stances  permit,  these  will  be  constructed  so  as  to  be 
connected  to  the  sewer. 

Filthy  and  Verminous  Homes. — Complaints  were 
received  during  the  year  with  regard  to  unsatisfactory  con¬ 
ditions  in  homes.  On  investigation,  and  during  routine 
visits,  some  houses  were  found  to  be  in  a  filthy  and  verminous 
state. 

The  conditions  under  which  aged  and  infirm  people 
reside  is  another  phase  of  human  life  with  which  the  sanitary 
inspectors  have  to  deal,  and  it  is  extremely  difficult  at  times, 
when  relatives  do  not,  or  cannot,  undertake  the  responsibility 
of  looking  after  them.  The  power  of  compulsory  removal 
to  an  institution  is  used  with  very  great  restraint,  and  every 
possibility  of  allowing  these  unfortunate  people  to  remain  in 
their  own  homes  is  explored  and  put  into  practice. 

Clearance  of  Rubbish  Deposits. — Many  accumula¬ 
tions  of  offensive  matter  deposited  on  waste  and  bombed  sites 
have  been  quickly  cleared  as  a  public  health  measure.  Not 
all  the  blitzed  sites,  however,  could  be  termed  nuisanse  sites 
immediately,  but  from  time  to  time  it  was  necessary  to 
remove  odd  mattresses  and  other  accumulations,  because  of 
the  possibility  of  rat  harbourage. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  fly  nuisance  when  the  accu¬ 
mulations  occur,  and  appropriate  action  is  taken  in  all  cases. 
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VERMIN  INFESTATION. 

The  following  action  was  taken  : — 

T  reatments — Primary 
Secondary 
Preventive 
to  rooms 


22 

8 

3 

77 


The  methods  of  treatment  used  for  disinfestation  are  : — 
(1)  Ris;  (2)  Killgercide;  (3)  Zaldecide;  (4)  D.D.T. ;  (5)  the 
use  of  fumigants  in  conjunction  with  the  above  preparations. 


OVERCROWDING. 


Housing  accommodation  still  remains  heavily  taxed.  All 
cases  found  are  reported  to  the  Housing  Committee  and 
appropriate  action  taken. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


Three  complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  These 
have  been  dealt  with. 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

The  past  year’s  work  on  rat  destruction  has  revealed 
beyond  doubt  the  effectiveness  of  the  previous  campaigns 
undertaken  through  the  guidance  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

An  outstanding  example  of  results  achieved  is  revealed 
in  the  following  extracts  from  the  records  of  the  Initial 
and  Maintenance  Treatment  of  Sewers  : — 

October  14th,  1946,  27%  of  Borough  Sewers  rat  infested 

November  4th,  1946,  15%  „  „  „  „  „ 

May  12th,  1947,  12%  „ 

December  7th,  1947,  5%  „  „  „  „  „ 

Thus  it  is  clear  that  the  principal  of  continuing  rat 

treatment  in  sewers  at  six-monthly  intervals  will  do  much 
to  consolidate  the  measure  of  success  already  achieved,  and 
under  favourable  conditions  should  reduce  infestation  to  fine 
limits  at  the  present  rate  of  destruction. 

Your  Refuse  Tip  has  been  almost  rat  free  at  several 
periods  during  the  year,  and  apart  from  daily  inspection  and 
routine  disinfestation,  the  method  of  “  Controlled  Tipping  ” 
which  is  now  practised  has  been  mainly  responsible  for  the 
absence  of  rat  infestation  in  any  serious  degree  as  there  has 
been  no  food  supply  and  ver>"  little  harbourage  for  rats 
whatsoever. 
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Complaints  of  rat  and  mice  infestations  have  been 
received  and  dealt  with,  excellent  results  having  been  obtained 
in  the  destruction  of  mice  with  the  use  of  a  special  formula. 
So  effective  is  the  latter  method  that  the  majority  of  calls 
for  advice  in  respect  of  mice  were  based  on  the  previous 
recommendations  of  other  satisfied  householders. 

Good  relationships  exist  with  the  County  Pest  Officer, 
and  all  farms  and  piggeries  within  the  Borough  have  received 
regular  routine  inspection  followed  by  treatment  where 
necessary. 


,  FACTORIES,  SHOPS,  ETC. 

Factory  inspection  and  hygiene  has  progressed  far  from 
the  days  when  Factory  Acts  were  first  brought  into  effect. 
Nevertheless,  despite  improvement  H.M.  Inspector  of  Fac¬ 
tories  refers  to  this  department  matter  relating  to  the  sanitary 
conditions  of  factories,  also  in  difficult  cases  a  joint  inspec¬ 
tion  is  made  by  a  representative  of  the  Health  Department 
and  H.M.  Inspector.  The  willing  co-operation  of  both 
departments  has  brought  about  the  willingness  of  owners 
of  factories  to  conform  to  the  Factories  Act. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year  : — 

1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number 

Inspections 

of 

Notices 

Written 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

267 

117 

74 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
to  which  Section  7  applies 
(a)  Subject  to  the  Local 
Authorities  (Transfer  of  En¬ 
forcement)  Order,  1938 

(hi)  Other  Premises  under  the 
Act  (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

267 

117 

74 
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2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were 
found 

Referred 

by 

H.M. 

Inspector 

Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

60 

58 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— i 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

_ 

— . 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(^5*6)  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

— , 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)  ... 

(a)  Insufficient 

3 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

6 

1 

— 

Other  offences  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Home- 

work)  ... 

4 

3 

— 

Total 

74 

64 

1 

Outwork — Sections  110  and  111  of  the  Factories  Act, 
1937. 


Nature  of  work 

No.  of  out 
workers  in 
August  list 
required  by 
Sect.llO  (1) 
(c) 

Section 

111 

Notices 

Served 

Wearing  (Making,  etc. 

16 

apparel  (Cleaning  and  washing  ... 

1 

Umbrellas,  etc. 

3 

— ' 

Total 

20 

— 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

Sanitary  conveniences  provided  ...  2 
Washing  facilities  provided  ...  ...  1 
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HOLIDAY  CAMPING  GROUNDS. 


The  establishment  of  encampments  is  always  of  special 
concern  to  public  health  departments,  and  within  the  limited 
legislation  available  to  deal  with  the  conditions  found,  every 
effort  was  made  to  safeguard  the  health  of  residents  in  the 
invaded  neighbourhoods. 

The  licensed  camping  sites  number  eleven,  and  regular 
inspection  is  necessary  to  see  that  the  Bye-laws  are  complied 
with.  The  chief  complaints  received  are  the  depositing  of 
empty  tins  and  waste  food  on  land  which  is  not  part  of  the 
camping  site,  a  favourite  place  is  just  over  the  hedge  or 
ditch,  which  is  not  seen  by  the  camper,  but  good  for  the  rats. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  is  one  offensive  trade  in  the  Borough,  a  gut 
scrapers’  business  is  carried  on  at  the  Public  Abattoir.  This 
is  constantly  kept  under  observation  by  the  Abattoir 
Superintendent. 


SUMMARY  OF  VISITS 


by  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Staff  (not  including  Health  Visitors). 
Total  number  of  inspections  and  visits  ...  ...  6,458 

Nuisances  or  complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  671 

Work  ordered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  956 

Work  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  265 

Drainage  tests  visits  : — 

Smoke  tests  at  existing  buildings  ...  ...  ...  14 

Water  tests  at  existing  buildings  ...  ...  ...  52 

Inspection  of  concrete  in  connection  with  drains  ...  17 

Dwelling-houses  : — 

Number  inspected  under  Public  Health,  1936  ...  243 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  689 

Houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulation,  1936  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  4 

Number  of  housing  inspections  (re  miscellaneous 
matters)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Flousing  inspection  re  infectious  diseases  ...  ...  98 

Number  of  houses  inspected  re  vermin  ...  ...  33 

Number  of  houses  re-inspected  re  vermin  ...  ...  103 

Number  of  houses  inspected  re  overcrowding  ...  16 

Number  of  houses  re-inspected  re  overcrowding  ...  39 

Number  of  re-inspections  after  service  of  notices, 
P.H.A..  1936  .  12 


Interviews  with  agents,  owners,  contractors,  etc 
Factory  inspection — Power  . . . 

Non-power 

Bakehouses 

Shops  Act  inspections  ... 

Cowsheds  and  farm  inspections 
Dairies  and  milkshops  inspections 
Ice-cream  shops  and  premises  inspected 
Butchers’  shops  and  Abattoir  inspections 
Food  shops  and  food  premises  inspections 
Tents,  vans  and  sheds  inspections 
Inspections  re  manure  pits 
Inspection  of  premises  where  animals  are  kept 
Inspection  of  public  and  private  refuse  tips 
Refuse  bin  inspections  ... 

Smoke  abatement  inspections  ...  ...  .. 

Public  buildings  inspection  (including  licensed  amuse¬ 
ment  premises) 

Rat  and  mice  infestation  inspections 
Cesspool  inspections 
Miscellaneous  visits 
Petrol  store  inspections 
Milk  Samples  taken 
Water  Samples  taken  ... 

Swimming  Bath  Samples  taken 


711 

59 

3 

85 

166 

446 

45 

47 

678 

545 

196 

3 

20 

498 

23 


22 

1,433 

17 

438 

67 

184 

22 

47 


WORK  DONE. 


Houses  repaired  (Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts) 
Houses  repaired  informaly  under  Housing  Acts  ... 
Houses  repaired  formally  under  the  Housing  Acts  ... 
Houses  cleansed  and  decorated 
Rooms  repaired  ... 

Roofs  repaired  or  stripped  and  re-tiled  or  re-slated  ... 

Floors  re-laid  or  repaired 

Skirting,  etc.,  renewed  or  repaired  ... 

Firegrates  renewed  or  repaired 
Doors  repaired  or  new  ones  fixed 
Stairs  renewed  or  repaired^ 

Windows  renewed  or  repaired  . . 

Ventilations  and/or  lighting  improved  ...  ^  ... 

Plastering  of  walls  and/or  ceilings  repaired  or  stripped 
Rain  water  spouting  or  guttering  repaired  or  renewed 
Rain  water  cisterns  repaired,  abolished  or  new  fixed 

Walls  pointed  and  repaired  or  rendered  . 

External  plaster  repaired  or  re-rendered  ^  . 

Chimney  stacks  and  flues  repaired  or  rebuilt . . 


147 

136 

11 

13 

120 

63 

113 

4 
10 
11 

1 

16 

5 

35 

39 

7 

15 

13 

7 
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Floor  timbers  treated  for  dry  rot 
Sanitary  sinks  provided 

Yards  paved,  repaired  or  re-laid  . 

Tenants  required  to  amend  conditions 

Houses,  etc.,  treated  for  primary  infestation  or  for 

precautionary  purposes  . 

Rooms,  etc.,  treated  for  primary  infestation  or  for 
precautionary  purposes 

Refuse  bins  provided . 


113 

7 

4 

22 

25 

77 
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Factory  and.  Workshops:  See  pages  i8  &  19,  Factory  and 

Workshops  Report. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds  : — 

New  Registrations  . 

Sanitary  and  structural  conditions  improved 
Accumulations  of  manure  or  offensive  matter  removed 
Animals  and  poultry  : — Nuisances  abated 
Rats  and  mice  infestation  : — Premises  dealt  with  ... 
Drainage  : — • 

Drains  re-laid  at  existing  houses  ... 

Drains  cleared  and  cleansed  or  repaired  ... 

Drains  trapped  and  properly  ventilated 
Premises  supplied  with  additional  drainage 
Additional  drains  provided  ... 

New  drain  inspection  chambers  provided  ... 
Premises  supplied  with  additional  water  closets  ... 
Additional  water  closets  provided  ... 

Water  closets  or  urinals  repaired  or  reconstructed 
New  water  closet  pedestals  fixed  ... 

New  water  closet  flushing  cisterns  fixed  or  repaired 

New  baths  fixed 

New  lavatory  basins  fixed  ... 

Soil  pipes  and  drain  ventilators  repaired  ... 
vSoil  pipes  and  drain  ventilators  fixed 
Waste  pipes  fixed,  repaired  or  reconstructed 
Nuisances  from  overflowing  cesspools  abated 
Accumulation  of  rubbish  removed  ... 

Ditches  and  back  lanes  cleansed 
Smoke  or  fumes  : — Nuisances  abated  or  complaints 
dealt  with 

Tents  and  Vans  : — Nuisances  abated  ... 

Swine  kept  in  contravention  ... 

Cafes  — Insufficient  w.c.  accommodation 
Floors  re-laid 


8 

1 

2 

5 

743 

29 

73 

23 

6 
8 

17 

3 

3 

15 

310 

45 

9 

29 

7 

14 

32 

9 

23 

3 

3 

11 

2 

I 

3 


22 


ctious  Disease  Disinfections,  etc  : 

—  Rooms. 

Articles. 

Tuberculosis 

...  49 

295 

Diphtheria 

...  15 

56 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  54 

501 

Non-notifiable 

...  27 

646 

Scabies 

- - 

14 

Meningitis 

•  «  •  - 

5 

Poliomyelitis 

...  11 

32 

Erysipelas 

...  4 

18 

Vermin 

...  32 

34 

Paratyphoid  ... 

. . .  — 

19 

Cancer 

...  11 

98 

Measles 

...  10 

10 

Total 

...  213 

1,728 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

184  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
analysis.  The  results  have  been  very  helpful  in  dealing  with 
correct  methods  of  handling  and  milking,  and  has  resulted 
in  more  up-to-date  cowsheds,  and  installation  of  steam 
appliances. 

The  department  has  a  model  cowshed  and  dairy,  from 
which  the  farmers  and  milk  dairymen  have  derived  great 
benefit,  and  consequently  im_provement  in  their  existing 
dairies  and  cowsheds. 


Particulars  of  Register. 

Number  of  producers  on  the  Register  ...  ...  ...  27 

Number  of  distributors,  divided  as  follows  : — 

(including  13  who  trade  from  outside  the  Borough) 

A.  Distributors  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

B.  Distributors  who  are  also  producers  ...  ...  9 

(x4  producer  is  only  included  as  a  distributor  if  he 
definitely  makes  a  business  of  selling  his  milk  by 
retail  to  individual  customers.) 

Number  of  licences  given  to  Graded  Milk  Distributors 

Supplementary  Certified  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  4 

Supplementary  Pa,steurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

There  are  two  accredited  milk  producers  in  the 
district. 


For  the  purpose  of  control,  the  following  samples  were 
submitted  to  the  County  Bacteriologist  for  his  report : — 
Herd  milk  for  the  presence  of  T.B.  ...  ...  ...  140 

(T.B.  not  present  136,  positive  4) 

Pasteurised  (satisfactory  3)  .  .  3 

Bacterial  examination  (satisfactory  26,  fair  7,  poor  8)  41 

DRINKING  WATER. 

22  samples  have  been  submitted  for  bacteriological 
analysis.  It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  the  water  is  of  a 
high  standard  of  purity  in  each  case. 

ICE-CREAM. 

129  samples  of  ice-cream  have  been  submitted  for  bac¬ 
teriological  examination  at  the  County  Laboratory. 

On  May  1st,  1947,  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment, 
etc.)  Regulations  of  1947  became  operative  Regular 
sampling  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  with  good 
results.  Great  interest  being  taken  in  the  Grade  in  which 
these  results  are  being  returned  from  the  Laboratory.  The 
m.embers  of  the  trade  in  conjunction  with  the  Ice-Cream 
Alliance,  Ltd.,  met,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
opened  a  discussion  on  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment) 
Regulations,  1947,  with  good  results. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  CONTROL. 

Food  Preparation  Premises. — The  applications  of  all 
persons  requesting  catering  licences  from  the  Food  Office 
were  passed  to  this  department  for  investigation.  A  report 
on  the  conditions  are  only  issued  to  premises  which  satisfy 
the  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Special  atten¬ 
tion  has  been  paid  to  the  standard  of  cleanliness  of  all  food 
preparation  establishments,  particularly  cafes,  kitchens  and 
ice-cream  shops,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  Sections  13 
and  14,  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  Certain  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  achieved,  but  much  more  would  have  been 
accomplished  had  it  not  been  for  shortage  of  building 
material  and  labour. 

The  number  of  premises  on  the  register  for  the  pre¬ 
paration  of  pickled,  preserved,  etc.,  meats  is  44. 

PUBLIC  ABATTOIR. 

All  slaughtering  carried  out  in  the  Borough  has  been 
done  at  the  Public  Abattoir,  comprising  slaughtering  area  for 
Axbridge,  Glastonbury,  Street,  Wells,  Bridgwater,  High- 
bridge,  Burnham-on- Sea,  Nailsea,  Clevedon  and  Portishead. 
This  concentrating  of  slaughtering  for  a  wide  area  round 
the  Borough  has  meant  not  only  an  up-to-date  building,  fully 
equipped  and  maintained,  but  fully-trained  inspectorate  staff 
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are  on  duty  from  the  commencement  of  killing  to  the  ter¬ 
mination  of  same,  so  as  to  ensure  all  meat  and  organs  are 
properly  inspected  before  leaving  the  Abattoir. 

Elimination  of  Tuberculosis  in  Dairy  Herds. — The 
department  continues  the  practice  of  notification  to  the  divi¬ 
sional  veterinary  officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  of  all  calves  slaughtered  and  found  on  examina¬ 
tion  to  be  affected  with  Tuberculosis.  This  has  resulted,  in 
most  of  the  cases  notified,  in  the  dam  being  found  and  sent 
in  for  slaughter  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 

The  success  of  the  calf  notification  scheme  is  encourag¬ 
ing,  and  it  certainly  appears  to  be  worth  while. 

Meat  Transport. — Regular  inspections  are  made  of 
the  vehicles  engaged  on  meat  distribution  from  the  Abattoir 
to  the  butchers’  shops,  carried  out  by  the  Ministry  of  Trans¬ 
port.  Action  taken  by  your  officers  has  resulted  in  all 
vehicles  employed  being  of  the  closed-in  hanging  type  of 
approved  pattern.  Attention  has  been  paid  to  the  clothing 
worn  by  bumpers,  with  the  result  that  washable  overalls  and 
head  gear  is  provided  for  the  men  handling  the  meat. 

The  following  salvage  was  handed  on  to  the  Ministry 
of  Food’s  Agents  for  residual  recovery  purposes  : — 


Tons. 

cwt. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

Condemned  meat  ... 

...  117 

19 

3 

22 

Non-edible  offals,  etc. 

...  220 

18 

2 

15 

Total 

338 

18 

2 

9 

ANIMALS  KILLLED  AT  THE  PUBLIC 

ABATTOIR. 


1940.  1941.  1942.  1943.  1944.  1945.  1946.  1947. 

Pigs  ...  6,021  4,875  1,026  630  445  1,062  560  229 

Sheep  ...  47,238  46,089  50,384  41,115  45,626  40,077  41,855  26,963 

Calves  ...  3,448  5,977  7,839  10,336  12,143  8,607  7,960  11,965 

Beasts  ...  7,252  10,215  7,856  10,071  10,814  9,724  9,106  7,990 


Difference  from  the  year  1946  : — 

Cattle.  Calves.  Sheep.  Pigs.  All  Animals. 
—1,116  +4,005  —14,892  —331  —12,334 

The  income  from  slaughtering  charges,  tolls  and  rentals 


was  as  follows  : — 

1941  . 

1942  . 

1943  . 

1944  . 

1945  . 

1946  . 


£4,107  9  2 
£3,859  11  4 
£4,489  11  1 

£4,789  11  2 
£4,277  4  11 
£4,343  0  6 
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1947,  including  rentals  and  tolls  as 
below 

Tolls  including  car  auction  fees  ... 
Rent  of  Meat  Pool  Stores 
Rent  of  Offices 


£3,524 

£117 

£104 

£91 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cows 

including 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

7,990 

11,965 

26,963 

229 

Number  inspected  ... 

7,990 

11,965 

26,963 

229 

All  Diseases  Except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

73 

18 

128 

1 

4,599 

81 

4,744 

15 

58.4% 

.8% 

18% 

6.9% 

Tuberculosis  Only 
Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

248 

4 

2 

2,573 

1 

70 

35.3% 

.04% 

31% 
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1947.  DISEASED  OR  INJURED  MEAT  CONDEMNED  AT  THE  ABATTOIR 


DISEASED  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


The  total  weight  of  diseased,  unsound  or  injured  meat  and  organs 


condemned  was  ;  — 

Tuberculosis  : — 

Tons 

cwts.  qrs. 

lbs.  Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

Beef  and  organs,  includ¬ 
ing  248  carcases  and 
61  quarters 

65 

9 

0 

15 

Pigs  and  organs, 
ing  2  carcases  .. 

includ- 

•  •  •  • 

15 

0 

4 

Veal,  4  carcases 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

18 

Total  weight  of  tuber 

culous  meat  ...  66  5  2  9 

Non-Tuberculous  Meat : — 


Beef  and  organs 

...  37 

18 

3 

21 

Pigs  and  organs 

•  •  • 

2 

0 

18 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

...  13 

1 

3 

8 

Veal  . 

«  •  A 

11 

1 

22 

Total  weight  of  non- 

tuberculous  meat  . 

51 

14 

1  13 

Total  weight  of  all 

condemned  meat  . . . 

117 

19 

3  22 

UNSOUND  FOOD  CONDEMNED 

IN  THE  TOWN. 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

Meat — Beef,  Pork,  Lamb  or  Mutton 

•  A  • 

1 

22 

Fish — Various 

...  15 

2 

5 

Bacon 

•  A  • 

1 

17 

16 

1 

16 

Canned  Goods— 

Meat,  various 
Fish 

Vegetables 

Milk 

Soups 

Jams 

Fruit 

Pastes 

Miscellaneous 

Fruit 

Dried  Eggs 
Scotch  Oats 
Cake  Mixtures 
Soups 

Fruit  (various) 

Cheese 

Sweets 

Sugar 

Chestnuts 

Whale  Meat 


289  cans 
476 


836 
776 
61 
137 
351 
12 
6 

18  bottles 
11  pkts. 

5 

8 

298 

373  lbs. 

27 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

The  number  of  samples  submitted  for  analysis  by  the 
County  was  149.  Number  not  found  up  to  standard  was  2. 
The  results  are  as  follows  : — 

Genuine  Adulterated 


62  Milk 

2  Tinned  Milk 

1  Jam 

3  Cocoa 

3  Butter 

5  Baking  Powder 

4  Lemon  Curd 

4  Self  Raising  Flou 
3  Cordials  . . . 

3  Mustard  ... 

3  Pickles 
3  Margarine 
3  Cod  Liver  Oil 

2  Cooking  Fat 
2  Meat  Paste 
2  Coffee  Essence 
2  Borax 
2  Malted  Food 
2  Tincture  of  lodin 
2  Tea 

5  Sweets 
1  Beer 

1  Cider 

2  Gin 

3  Rum 
10  Whiskey 

1  Cake 
1  Cheese 
1  Citric  Acid 
1  Camphorated  Oi 
1  Aspirin 
1  Bicarb,  of  Soda 
1  Dried  Fruit 
1  Sausage  . . . 

1  Salad  Oil 
1  Lemonade 
1  Non-Alcoholic 
Cocktail 
1  Vinegar  ... 

1  Pepper 
1  Parrish’s  Chemical 
Food 


61 

2 

1 

3 

3 
5 

4 

4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

5 
1 
1 
2 
3 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 


1  below  the  standard 
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VIL  Meteorology. 


The  following  table  summarises  the  meteorological 
observations  for  the  year  1947.  The  observations  are  taken 
at  Clarence  Park  and  the  Town  Hall. 
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Monthly  Results  of  Climatological  Observations,  1947. 
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